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the Church ? We could put many similar questions. Either
the affirmative or the negative of the proposition that King
Charles wrote the Icon Basilike is as true as that two sides of
a triangle are greater than the third side. Why, then, do Dr.
Wordsworth and Mr. Hallam agree in thinking two sides of
a triangle greater than the third side, and yet differ about the
genuineness of the Icon Basilike P The state of the exact
sciences proves, says Mr. Gladstone, that, as respects religion,
" the association of these two ideas, activity of inquiry, and
variety of conclusion, is a fallacious one." We might just as
well turn the argument the other way, and infer from the
variety of religious opinions that there must necessarily be
hostile mathematical sects, some affirming, and some denying,
that the square of the hypothenuse is equal to the squares of
the sides. But we do not think either the one analogy or the
other of the smallest value. Our way of ascertaining the
tendency of free inquiry is simply to open our eyes and look at
the world in which we live ; and there we see that free inquiry
on mathematical subjects produces unity, and that free inquiry
on moral subjects produces discrepancy. There would un-
doubtedly be less discrepancy if inquirers were more diligent
and candid. But discrepancy there will be among the most
diligent and candid, as long as the constitution of the human
mind, and the nature of moral evidence, continue unchanged.
That we have not freedom and unity together is a very sad
thing ; and so it is that we have not wings. But we are just
as likely to see the one defect removed as the other. It is
not only in religion that this discrepancy is found. It is the
same with all matters which depend on moral evidence, with
judicial questions, for example, and with political questions.
All the judges will work a sum in the rule of three on the same
principle, and bring out the same conclusion. But it does
not follow that, however honest and laborious they may be,
they will all be of one mind on the Douglas case. So it is
vain to hope that there may be a free constitution under which
every representative will be unanimously elected, and every
law unanimously passed; and it would be ridiculous for a
statesman to stand wondering and bemoaning himself because
people who agree in thinking that two and two make four
cannot agree about the new poor law, or the administration of
Canada.